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 Zac Allin■■

PADDLERS from Tees Tigers Canoe 
Club are celebrating another suc-
cessful weekend of competition.

Sixteen-year-old old Ben Teas-
dale fared particularly well with a 
win in the K1 event at the UK Sla-
lom Division One competition at 
Washburn, North Yorkshire, which 
secured his promotion to the sport’s 
Premier Division. 

Also impressing was Connor 
Turner, who showed he was back to 
near his best form with a third and 
fifth place finish despite an inter-
rupted season. 

Zac Allin will now compete in 
the C1 Premier League, as well as 
the K1 top division, following his 
win in the C1 races in Washburn.

Daisy Cooil continued to show 
fine form in her first year in Divi-
sion One with a fifth and ninth 
placed finish.

All the paddlers, who are mem-
bers of Tees Active Sports Academy, 
will be looking for further success-
es this summer, particularly with 
home course advantage during the 
Tees Barrage International White 
Water Centre meet in September.
■ For further information on 

Tees Active Sport Academy con-
tact Allatn McDermott on (01642) 
528772 or visit www.teesactive.
co.uk.
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MEMBERS of a Thornaby dance academy 
have began as they mean to go on with a 
100% pass rate in their first exam session.

Youngsters from Thornaby Academy-
based Eclectic Dance Academy, above, took 
their first International Dance Teacher’s 
Association (IDTA) exams recently, with all 
members gaining a pass mark.

Principal dance teacher Cassie Todd said 
it was a great achievement, particularly for 
a club which was opened in September 2013.

She added: “This is a great achievement 
for any dance school, but considering 
Eclectic has only been open a year the 
results were especially fantastic.”

Eclectic now boasts a 50-strong 

membership across all ages and abilities, 
and has begun dancing at events such as this 
year’s Yarm Gala. Now members are being 
put through their official exams.

But there is more in store for the talented 
group, with plans for their first annual show 
in the pipeline for next Easter and a series 
of fundraising events are on the horizon to 
help fund the event.

Eclectic welcomes newcomers to their 
classes, which include disciplines such as 
ballet, tap, modern, gym and street. The club 
also has its own glee club. 
■ For more information call 07743 672728 

or email oreclecticdanceacademy@hotmail.
co.uk.

Dancers are pass masters 
 SWIMMING

Some of the Billingham ■■
ASC members who 
competed at Sheffield 

BILLINGHAM Amateur 
Swimming Club sent a strong 
squad to Sheffield for the final 
gala of a successful season. 

Club members came away 
from the meet with a haul of 
19 gold, 12 silver and 9 bronze 
medals.  Claire Collins, 27,  led 
the way with a personal haul 
of eight golds, a silver and a 
bronze.

Chris Wilkinson, 23, also 
bagged a number of medals in 
his last gala, taking five golds 
and two silvers as wins in the 
50m and 100m freestyle were 
only bettered by a fantastic 
time of 59.71 in the 100m 
butterfly.

Stephanie Blakeburn, 20, 

bagged three golds, 14-year-
old Sam Chell earned two 
more and Hayley Briggs, also 
14, won two gold, two silver 
and a bronze medal and got 
a new personal best time in 
winning the 100m backstroke.

Freya Williams, 13, swam 
well all weekend to bag four 
silvers and a bronze, while  
Jenny Gibson, also in her 
last gala, swam to a gold, 
two silver and two bronze 
medals.

But it wasn’t all about the 
medals, with many of the 
younger swimmers getting 
some valuable experience in 
Sheffield.

Some members were 
competing in a high-profile 
gala for the first time, but all 
performed well. 

These young swimmers 
were: Sam Milburn, nine, 
Matthew Fenwick, James 
Holland, Erin Flynn, and Ethan 
Brown, all 10, Jude Blackmore, 
11, Peter Harbron, James 
Edon, Jack Harwood, Hannah 
Fenwick, and Nathan Roberts, 
all 12, Mae Donohoe, 13 and 
Rhiannon Flynn, 14.

Fourteen-year-old Jordan 
Mogford had a notable 
performance in the 200m 
butterfly event where he 
qualified for the final and set a 
six-second personal best.

The parents of Billingham 
ASC members would like to 
thank the coaching team of 
Guy, Fran, Gillian and Lynn, 
who encouraged, supported 
and organised the swimmers 
in a successful competition.

Strong 
squad 
gets 
among 
medals


